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the leaves of the Dionasa (muscipula) close for
digestion when a bit of meat or egg is placed upon
them, and remain open if a stone or a scrap of
paper is put there, we feel moved by a sense of
tenderness toward these mysterious existences
blooming or fading around us.

The artificial sleep to which plants are subjected
and the forcing caused by this method, present
numberless surprises to plant lovers, in the trans-
formations produced in the vegetable world!

Under Francis I. France possessed about fifty
varieties of apples, she now has several hundreds.
It is the same with other fruits, vegetables, or
flowers.

Where will this multiplicity of forms and quali-
ties end? Mendel has demonstrated that, with
three kinds of sweet-peas, each possessing a special
characteristic which distinguishes it from the two
others, eight perfectly stable types may be created,
and afterward, through successive hybridations,
twenty-seven more or less unstable forms. With
four specimens, we reach the large number of
thirty-two, and eighty!

We may add the spontaneous variations, such as
Vries has formulated, and infinite horizons open
for our delight. Have we not succeeded in alter-
ing the perfume of flowers and the flavour of fruits,